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In 2018, UNICEF in Turkmenistan and its network of 
committed partners continued to work tirelessly to 
realize the rights of every child in the country. 

This year provided an opportunity to reflect on the 
first half of our joint UNICEF-Government Country 
Programme of Cooperation for 2016-2020. We also 
initiated the analysis of the situation of children, 
young people and women in Turkmenistan that will 
inform the Government’s and UNICEF’s priority 
areas for the remainder of this Country Programme 
of Cooperation as well as the following one.  

We supported the Government to procure millions 
of vaccines to prevent mortality and morbidity 
among children. We partnered with other countries 
in Central Asian region and Caucasus to advocate 
for better nutrition for children and adolescents, 
thus, tackling the triple burden of different types of 
malnutrition. We provided technical advice to the 
Government in elaborating different scenarios, 
each fully costed, for scaling up access to 
pre-primary education in the country. And, our 
persistent advocacy led to the adoption of the 
National Plan of Action for the Realization of the 

FOREWORD
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Rights of the Child for 2018-2022. These are just 
some of the highlights of what you will be able to 
read in this 2018 Annual Report.

Together with partners we aim to achieve more. 
UNICEF will need stable and predictable support to 
carry out our Country Programme until 2020 and 
looking further ahead – to continue supporting the 
Government of Turkmenistan to achieve the child 
related Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. 
This will only be possible thanks to our committed 
partners, supporters, and strong public-private 
partnerships. 

I look forward to building on the achievements to 
date together with our dedicated UNICEF team and 
all partners and bringing our common vision closer 
to reality. Today’s young generation deserves 
nothing less than this: opportunity, for every child.  

Shaheen Nilofer
UNICEF Representative in Turkmenistan

volodya
Машинописный текст

https://www.unicef.org/turkmenistan/20190802_SitAn_Turkmenistan.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/turkmenistan/20190802_SitAn_Turkmenistan.pdf


TURKMENISTAN AT A GLANCE
-----------------------------------

Infant mortality rate
44
per 1.000 live births

Number of children
receiving a disability
allowance

17,300

Neonatal mortality rate
23
per 1.000 live births

Children at low
height for age
(stunting)

12%

Comprehensive knowledge
about HIV prevention

25%

Young women
(15-19) currently married

6%

Public education
expenditure
as a percentage
of GDP

4%

Contraceptive
prevalence rate

50%

Exclusive
breastfeeding

59%

Full immunization
coverage

95%

(at least four visits)

Antenatal care
coverage

96%

Literacy rate
among young
women

100%

Mother’s
support for
early learning

81%

Use of improved
drinking water source

83%

Fathers’s
support for
early learning

15%

Under-five
mortality rate51 per 1.000 live births

Children in Grade 1 of primary 
school who attended pre-school 
during the previous school year

46%

(school readiness)

Number of children
in residential care

4,389
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Turkmenistan is an upper middle-income country 
located in Central Asia that shares borders with 
Afghanistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and is 
one of the littoral states of the Caspian Sea. Home 
to more than 5 million people, the nation-state is 
relatively young—Turkmenistan declared its 
independence in 1991 and became a United 
Nations Member State in 1992. 

For more than a decade, Turkmenistan has 
experienced strong economic growth, which has 
created fiscal space for social development, 
including efforts to improve the health and 
well-being of children. The Government of 
Turkmenistan has used this space as an 
opportunity—to enact socioeconomic reform, 
expand the provision of goods and services and 
improve living standards nationwide.

INTRODUCTION

For the past 25 years, UNICEF has been a strategic 
and trusted partner of the Government of 
Turkmenistan, working closely to support child 
rights and promote equity. Complementing 
national development priorities, such as the Social 
and Economic Development Programme and other 
national policies, UNICEF has provided technical 
assistance to improve legislation and policies; 
capacity building of public institutions; and support 
for families to better care for their children. 

Under the Turkmenistan-UNICEF Country 
Programme of Cooperation for the period 
2016–2020, UNICEF supports the Government of 
Turkmenistan to accelerate the universal realization 
of child rights by aligning legal frameworks, 
policies and practices for children with 
international standards. Central to this effort is to 
protect the rights of young children and children 
with disabilities to survive and develop, in line with 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. 
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The programme of cooperation encompasses four 
interconnected programme areas:
 

Young child survival and wellbeing 
Quality and inclusive early learning 
Reducing social inequities 
Partnerships for child rights 

Mainstream the best interests of the child into 
national policies and practices 
Facilitate a shift in social norms and a change in 
attitudes, values and behaviours affecting the 
lives of children 
Develop sector strategies and inputs in 
accordance with recommendations deriving 
from the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, Convention on Eliminating All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women, Universal 
Periodic Review and other human rights treaty 
obligations 
Support the translation of policies into concrete 
actions through the introduction of tailored, 
replicable, inclusive and Government-funded 
social services and programmes, particularly for 
vulnerable children and families 
Share best practices on effective ways to close 
equity gaps and achieve gender equality 
Build partnerships with Government partners 
especially in the social sectors, Parliament, civil 
society, development partners, academia, media 
and private sector around the children’s equity 
agenda 
Provide data and evidence generation support to 
inform evidence-based programming 
Launch awareness raising campaigns on child 
rights and wellbeing issues

COUNTRY
PROGRAMME PROFILE

KEY PROGRAMME
PRIORITIES  

KEY STRATEGIES 
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The year 2018 was a milestone year for UNICEF. 
Years of advocacy and thorough development 
process led to the adoption in June of the National 
Plan of Action for Realization of the Rights of 
Children for 2018-2022 (NPAC). The NPAC, being 
one of the recommendations of the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child, integrated the main 
priorities of Turkmenistan for further improving the 
situation of children, and ensuring their rights and 
wellbeing. The comprehensive document, focusing 
on six goal areas, aims at strengthening 
coordination, accountability and a cross-sectoral 
approach to the realization of child rights, including 
ambitious objectives and targets. 

The Office of the Ombudsman (OO) produced its 
first report in 2018. The report highlighted the 
overall activities during the reporting period, 
including those on promoting and safeguarding 
children’s rights. It also made recommendations, 
such as systematically engaging all public 
associations and state authorities working in the 
field of child rights in the development, 
implementation and evaluation and monitoring of 
laws and programmes relating to children and 
strengthening the human rights education in 
schools. 

2018 THE YEAR IN REVIEW

The United Nations system, including UNICEF, was 
invited to contribute to the revision of the Presiden-
tial Programme on Socioeconomic Development 
for the period of 2019–2025 that featured NPAC’s 
implementation as an important action to ensure 
child rights. UNICEF used the opportunity to 
propose to the Government to further focus on 
increasing pre-primary enrolment rates, state 
funding on health and the number of health 
personnel, and the proportion of girls receiving 
higher education. 

Turkmenistan volunteered to be part of the Volun-
tary National Review (VNR) and present a report to 
the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development in 2019. This gave further impetus to 
discussions on SDG integration and monitoring, 
with the whole month of October devoted to SDG 
awareness, including with UNICEF’s participation, 
and focused discussions on the themes of the VNR. 

The country further focused on improving quality 
of health services for mothers, introducing modern 
technologies for newborns, and providing 
universal access to quality infant and child health 
care in all settings. These efforts are expected to 
further reduce child mortality rates in 
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Turkmenistan. UNICEF advocated for fostering the 
home visiting system to provide quality support to 
families during the first critical 2,000 days of a 
child’s life, when the brain develops at its fullest 
speed. 

Turkmenistan continued reforming its institutions 
to provide family-centred solutions for the needs of 
children with developmental delays. The 
establishment of early identification and 
family-support services are in early stages and 
requires a strategic vision for scaling-up as 
reflected in the draft Early Childhood Development 
Strategy, developed with support of UNICEF, and 
expected to be adopted soon. 

In relation to malnutrition, the concern related to 
obesity is becoming more prominent. 6 per cent of 
children under five were overweight or too heavy 
for their height in 2016. Obesity is most common in 
children in the richest families (2015-16 
Turkmenistan MICS). The percentage of overweight 
children increases by age, reaching 12 per cent 
among 7-year old children nationwide (similar 
among boys and girls) and 19 per cent in Ashgabat 
(WHO, COSI 2018). At the same time, 
undernutrition also still remains a concern, as does 
anemia, implying a triple burden for the country.

The Government continued focusing on children 
with disabilities, yet there is more work to do in 
providing access to inclusive education, including 
the need for more trained teachers and child care 
and development professionals, improved physical 
access, and more supportive social and cultural 
norms. 

The year 2018, as the third year of the Country 
Programme (CP) implementation, availed the 
opportunity for a mid-term stocktaking of progress 
against the country programme outcomes and 
opportunities for re-positioning UNICEF against the 
evolving situation of children in the country, and 
taking into consideration, the result areas and 
change strategies of the new UNICEF Strategic 
Plan for 2018-2021. 
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FATHERS IN TURKMENISTAN CARVE OUT THEIR 
IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM PARENTING ROLES

"For the past nine months, I’ve been preoccupied. 
It’s as if I was the one giving birth,” says Arslan as 
he looks down on his newborn son Damir, who 
came into the world just three hours earlier at the 
busiest and largest mother and child health centre 
in Turkmenistan’s capital Ashgabat. Arslan’s eyes 
are transfixed on the sight of his new son as he 
goes through a range of emotions – the strongest 
of all being a combination of the burst of pride and 
the wave of relief washing over him. “Now I feel 
calm and relaxed,” he says. 

Arslan, a landscape gardener by trade, lives with 
his wife Alina and their six-year-old daughter in 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. As well as being at peace 
now that his newborn was safely delivered and in 
good health, Arslan is already set in how he will 
raise his son. “I love taking care of babies. I love 
taking part. When fathers are involved, the child 
will grow up in a full family, and contribute to their 
children’s development. In a full family, that’s when 

you see a child’s potential. It’s important to be 
spiritual. Being a father is in our nature,” he says. 

Arslan isn’t the only one watching in awe over his 
newborn child. The hospital delivers on average 50 
babies a day, or 7,000 a year. But despite the vast 
number of children being born on a daily basis, the 
hospital and its staff have managed to uphold a 
level of tranquility that makes it stand out from 
other maternity wards. 

“Fathers are allowed into the delivery room, but 
very few go there,” explains one of the nurses. 
“The mother, sister or mother-in-law of the women 
delivering will be the delivery partner, while the 
father waits in the waiting area,” she says. The 
fathers congregate in an area outside the elevators 
on every floor – usually surrounded by other family 
members – waiting in anticipation for news of their 
baby arrival.
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Arslan was taken to the delivery room just twenty 
minutes after his son was born. He laughs as he 
ponders how their daughter will react to the new 
addition to their family. “She will come to visit 
Damir tomorrow,” he says before reminiscing. 
“When Alina’s sister had her second child, she first 
got so jealous she hid the baby under the sofa,” he 
continues to laugh. 

If all is well, mothers and their newborns stay in 
the hospital for around two to three days after 
delivery before returning home. Just enough time 
for the fathers to get everything set up for a very 
unique celebration. Mothers and grandmothers 
have always taken near sole responsibility for 
raising children in Turkmenistan. But in recent 
years, this female-centric culture around child 
rearing has led a once small-time tradition 
whereby fathers ‘bring the baby home’, to grow 
rapidly into a vibrant ritual – all about fathers and 
their newborns. 

One father, Eziz, is all prepared and ready to start 
the ritual. He arrives at the hospital with his close 
and extended family and friends. Dressed in dark 
suit and white shirt, his hair is slicked back as he 
drives into the hospital carpark in a car covered in 
decorations, toys, banners and balloons. He rushes 
upstairs and waits with flowers as the nurses dress 
his baby in white silk blankets. “I’m so proud to be 
a father for the second time. He’s my second son,” 
Eziz says. “I haven’t slept for two weeks, I was so 
nervous. Now the baby has arrived, and we can 
celebrate and relax. This celebration is the father’s 
role. It creates memories that you can look back on 
in years to come.” 

In addition to dressing himself in his smartest 
attire, Eziz has also had his car dressed – making it 
the most flamboyant of sights. Car decorations – 
and the whole newborn ritual – is a big thing in 
Turkmenistan. There are warehouses across the city 
where skilled workers will cover the car from 
wheels to roof in balloons, toys, banners, stickers 
and everything in between. Characters including 
Eor, Superman, Barbie, Mickey Mouse are all 
placed carefully on the doors, windows, bonnets 
and trunks. 

As the father, and mother – who is also dressed 
beautifully from head-to-toe – wait for the baby to 
be given the final touches of silk, lace and wool, 
their friends and family, a man dressed as Mickey 
Mouse, photographers and videographers 
assemble themselves. The father then carries his 
newborn baby with pride into the elevator and out 

to the lavishly decorated car. Once outside they 
pose for photographers with their party of people, 
before passing their newborn to the mother or 
mother-in-law. A series of beeps and the car drives 
off, and the extended family members and friends 
follow hurriedly behind. 

At their destination – usually home or a restaurant 
close to home, the second stage of the ritual 
begins. The father sits with his friends whilst his 
own mother burns incense to ward away bad 
spirits in every room. Now the father is indoors 
and eating, the newborn is once again back in the 
mother’s arms. Eziz is an entrepreneur and has his 
own textile company. “When I come back from 
work I’m always anxious to see my first baby. I 
rush into the home and my world shines again,” 
says Eziz. “It’s stupid not to pay attention to 
children. Those fathers who are not involved didn’t 
get attention from their fathers, it’s a dangerous 
cycle. To rear children with love and pay attention 
to their needs makes them more engaged in the 
world around them. Love is the key to bringing up 
children. When there isn’t love, children are 
brought up senseless.”

Despite both Arslan and Eziz being certain that a 
father should be involved from the earliest years of 
life, the majority of young children in Turkmenistan 
will not experience the same level of interaction 
with their fathers. In fact, only 14 per cent of young 
children have fathers who play with them or 
support them with early learning activities. 

Advances in neuroscience have confirmed that the 
first 1,000 days of life – when the brain is forming 
critical neural connections at an optimal 
one-in-a-lifetime speed – is the most critical time 
for brain development. During these early 
moments, a child’s environment and experiences 
influence how the brain will grow and develop, 
having a direct immediate and lasting impact on 
their health, ability to learn and think, and 
happiness and wellbeing. Strong neural 
connections are reliant upon good nutrition, play 
and protection and love. UNICEF is working closing 
with the Government of Turkmenistan to try and 
change the norm of low engagement of fathers 
and give all families the support and guidance they 
need to play an active role in their children’s 
development. As a result, the Minister of Health 
and Ministry of Education are in the process of 
creating new early intervention services – ranging 
from nationwide parenting groups to better 
family-friendly policies – to help give all babies in 
the country the best start in life. 
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Support in implementing the Every Newborn 
Action Plan to improve newborn survival, health 
and preventing still-births by 2030 
Strengthening capacities for child health, 
nutrition and development 
Support in introducing the Guide for Monitoring 
Child Development to enable multi-disciplinary 
approach to early identification of 
developmental delays 
Support in implementation of the 2016 Law on 
Breastfeeding and Young Child Policy 
Support in further development and 
consolidation of the Health Management 
Information System to inform SDG monitoring

YOUNG CHILD SURVIVAL
AND WELLBEING

KEY PROGRAMME
PRIORITIES 
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The Government made progress towards 
implementation of the ‘Every Newborn Action 
Plan’, strengthening the health system to deliver 
quality integrated care. Besides technical 
assistance to improve good governance for service 
delivery, support for putting in place a sound 
procurement system and health information 
system was the main focus of UNICEF’s support in 
2018. 

UNICEF assisted the Ministry of Health and Medical 
Industry in analyzing causes of perinatal mortality, 
among which asphyxia, congenital malformation, 
and post-resuscitative complications in postnatal 
period stand out. To address the causes, the 
Ministry of Health and Medical Industry, with 
UNICEF’s support, worked on a normative 
framework for quality assurance mechanisms and 
standards for newborn care in primary health care 
facilities and hospitals through the partnership 
with the Liverpool School of Health and Medicine. 

The Standard Operating Procedures on infection 
control were endorsed and will help reducing 
neonatal mortality caused by sepsis and infections. 
The country also aims at introducing a monitoring 
mechanism for infection control nationwide. To 
facilitate scaling-up, the health managers and 
epidemiologists all over the country were trained 
as trainers, followed by a series of 
self-administered computer training on the 
Standard Operating Procedures and Infection 
Prevention and Control (ICATT). 

The expansion of the Baby Friendly Hospital 
Initiative (BFHI) from maternities to primary health 
care facilities in three velayats was a vital step 
towards implementation of the State Law of 
Turkmenistan “On promotion and support of 
breastfeeding” and helped revitalize the BFHI 
initiative in line with the updated WHO/UNICEF 
BFHI guidelines. This work resulted in the 
establishment of a National Technical Group on 
BFHI promotion and International Code of 
Breastmilk Substitute (ICBMS) monitoring, with 15 
facilities having initiated the BFHI process. For the 
first time in the country two primary health care 
facilities received the Baby-Friendly Hospital 
Certificate, maternity hospitals in three velayats 
confirmed their BFHI status, while one hospital was 
certified recently. In total, 190 primary health care 
workers in three target velayats are now able to 
promote and support BFHI in line with the Law. 

The progress towards global nutrition targets for 
the UN Decade of Action 2016-2025 in Turkmenistan 
requires acceleration. Out of six global targets, only 
three are on track: stunting, breastfeeding and 
wasting. The Government and UNICEF have 
developed a nutrition strategy for 2019-2025, 
following on the recommendations of the 
evaluation of the previous strategy and focusing on 
the reduction of the triple burden of malnutrition 
represented by stunting, obesity and anemia 
among children and their mothers. 

To address the lack of monitoring and surveillance 
tools for tracking the Sustainable Development 
Goal 2 on nutrition, UNICEF, in partnership with 
Iodine Global Network (IGN), facilitated a practical 
workshop for an interagency technical group on 
monitoring iodine deficiency disorders/universal 
salt iodization (IDD/USI). It resulted in the 
development of an Action Plan for strengthening 
IDD/USI monitoring at the health system level. As a 
follow-up, a national Urinary Iodine laboratory was 
re-established, and funding put in place by the 
Ministry of Health and Medical Industry. The 
Government introduced the Standard Operating 
Procedures, conducted on-job training for 
laboratory specialists and initiated the collection of 
data. This was followed by an update of the 
national monitoring and evaluation guidelines in 
line with the new UNICEF Guidelines for impact 
monitoring of USI programmes. 

The joint work with the Food Fortification Initiative 
(FFI) resulted in the adoption of the FORTIMAS 
approach to track the coverage and impact of the 
national food fortification programme. The Ministry 
of Health endorsed the establishment of sentinel 
monitoring of anemia prevalence and neural tube 
defects (NTDs), aligning USI monitoring system 
with FORTIMAS. 

With a view to accelerating progress towards 
meeting the global nutrition targets, the 
Government, with technical assistance from 
UNICEF, committed to enhance the efforts in 
improving the nutrition and food security status of 
the most vulnerable through the Regional Nutrition 
Capacity Development and Partnership Platform 
launched in Ashgabat in July 2018. The initiative 
seeks to enhance capacities in the Europe and 
Central Asia region through training of specialized 
workforce at all levels of nutrition, enhanced 
leadership and governance, accelerated 
investments in food security and nutrition, 
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evidence-based programming, inter-sectoral 
collaboration and improved accountability. 

UNICEF and the Government ran the second year 
of the national early childhood development 
(ECD) campaign “First 1000 days of a child’s life – 
the foundation for a happy future”. The focus of 
2018 campaign was to roll out early childhood 
development activities at the sub-national level 
to support parents with essential information on 
child rearing practices through effective 
Communication for Development activities, 
health counselling and call for increased fathers’ 
engagements in child rearing. The audience 
included Parliamentarians, health and education 
professionals, academia, young people and 
private sector. To further strengthen the outreach 
to families and caregivers and to increase 
awareness of parents about the development 
milestones and stimulation activities, a new 
partnership with the State Committee on 
Television and Radio Broadcasting and 
Cinematography and Women’s Union was 
conceptualized and put into the pipeline for 2019. 
The role of the Women’s Union will be critical in 
community engagement for monitoring of the 
effectiveness of the ECD Radio programmes. 

2018 was also marked by the tangible progress 
towards the establishment of early intervention 
services. The regulations on standards of 
provision of early intervention services in the 
health system were drafted by a team of national 
experts, in cooperation with Ankara University. 
Following its initial testing in previous years, the 
tablet version of the International Guide for 
Monitoring Child Development (GMCD) became 
a standard tool for early identification of a 
developmental delay and its management, 
introduced in selected velayats. Systematic 
on-site and online capacity development of 
health specialists in child development 
monitoring and GMCD continued, with the 
National Early Development and Intervention 
Service Centre in Ashgabat functioning as a 
training hub. Use of the GMCD on a pilot basis 
allowed families and childcare practitioners to 
monitor children’s development from the start, 
helping them to reach their potential. It 
emphasizes strengthening of coordination and 
referral mechanisms at all levels to provide 
effective, efficient, and quality services to 
children with developmental delays and/or 
disabilities and their families. Since August 2015, 

over 3,000 children received early intervention 
services at national level ECD centres, after being 
referred from local levels.

In order to incorporate gender perspectives into 
family counseling, all 24 national ECD trainers 
were trained in Gender basics, Gender and ECD 
using the Regional Training Package for Home 
Visitors. 

Procurement services remained an integral 
component of the country programme, with 
support provided to the Government in improving 
planning for supply needs and budgeting, selection 
of supplies and equipment, and their effective 
delivery and distribution. Immunization supplies 
provided via the Procurement Services contributed 
to the sustainability of high immunization coverage 
rates, with measles vaccination coverage at 99,4 
per cent and DPT3 coverage at 98,8 per cent in 
2018 (Annual WHO/UNICEF joint reporting form on 
immunization (JRF) for 2018 submitted by the 
Ministry of Health and Medical Industry of 
Turkmenistan).
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This is Aymuhammet from Turkmenistan, 
six-year-old boy who has cerebral palsy. Afshan 
Khan, UNICEF Regional Director for Europe and 
Central Asia met him during her visit to the Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) Centre in Ashgabat. 
Aymuhammet is among
two thousand children who have benefited from
UNICEF supported vital integrated ECD services to
children with developmental delays at the ECD 
Centre since 2015. 

“I had not hoped that Aymuhammet would come 
this far in his development,” said Lachin, 
Aymuhammet’s mother. “We started visiting the 
Early Childhood Development Centre when my son 
was three years old. When we came, Aymuhammet 
could not do many things – he couldn’t hold his 

head, communicate or hold a pen in hand. With 
support of ECD services, Aymuhammet started 
pronouncing the first distinct words. I have never 
thought he would be able to express himself, and 
moreover, study in a school,” said Lachin in 
excitement.
 
Aymuhammet can now recite poems as a primary 
year student of a mainstream school where he 
learns in an inclusive environment. Despite some 
infrastructural challenges Aymuhammet is eager to 
learn, and teachers are keen on engaging him in 
classroom activities and education. When asked by 
Afshan Khan, if he liked going to school, 
Aymuhammet’s face mirrors with happiness and 
smile.
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HELP CHILDREN TO REACH THEIR BEST
POTENTIAL IN TURKMENISTAN



“I can’t wait to see my classmates and learn,” 
responds Aymuhammet excitedly. Aymuhammet 
wakes up at 5.30 in the morning in anticipation of 
another great day with friends at school. After 
school, he attends the physical therapy sessions at 
the ECD Centre attended by trained and caring 
professionals. 

“Half of Aymuhammet’s success is support and 
love of parents,” says Sulgun Berdiyeva, Head of 
the ECD Centre. “We make services available for all 
children with developmental delays in the country. 
The ECD Centre intensified efforts to promote its 
services in all regions of Turkmenistan since its 
opening in 2015. We develop an individual plan for 
every incoming child based on the development 
needs. Once the development is on track or delays 
are minimized, we work with education colleagues 
who ensure that these children are ready to enter 
the primary school,” says Sulgun Berdiyeva. 

The Centre has been operating for four years, but is 
already very popular among parents, ECD 
specialists and decision makers for tangible and 
cost-effective results that positively influence the 
future of children. An enabling policy environment 
framed into the national Concept on 
Developmental Pediatrics and Early Intervention for 
2016-2020 also facilitates the mainstreaming of 
ECD services in the country.  

The ECD Centre also serves as a research and 
training centre for future ECD professionals and 
provides in-service capacity building training. With 
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UNICEF’s support, the Centre has established close 
partnership with the Ankara University’s Division of 
Developmental Pediatrics. This cooperation helped 
to build adequate capacity and enabled new early 
intervention services, including training of core 
staff in providing quality ECD services, 
development of national trainers, provision of a 
training package and introduction of the paper 
based and digital Guide to Monitoring of Child’s 
Development (GMCD).  
 
During her visit, Afshan Khan together with Alty 
Annayev, Director of the Mother and Child 
Healthcare Centre, launched the digital GMCD in 
Turkmenistan. GMCD is an efficient tool to detect 
developmental delays in children and aims at 
speeding up the identification process of 
developmental delays and ensuring accuracy of 
proposed family support interventions for children 
from birth to 3.5 years old. Thus, GMCD instrument 
will help to enhance the identification of delays up 
to 70 percent.  

“Aymuhammet’s story should be one of hope for 
all children and families in the country. I hope that 
ECD services can be scaled up across Turkmenistan 
so that every child can enjoy life and go to school 
and take every opportunity to thrive,” shared 
Afshan Khan. 

The new ECD Strategy for 2020-2025 is expected to 
further accelerate delivery of integrated ECD 
services in Turkmenistan.
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In line with Turkmenistan’s commitments under 
SDG 4 on education and early childhood 
development, UNICEF continued technical support 
for strengthening access to and quality of early 
learning with focus on pre-primary preparation and 
promotion of inclusive education. 

Following the agreement with the Ministry of 
Education to initiate a more comprehensive 
approach towards ensuring universal access to 
pre-primary education, UNICEF helped develop an 
operational plan for introducing one-year quality 

Access to and quality of early learning with 
focus on pre-primary preparation
Multi-disciplinary support services for young 
children with disabilities 
Data collection, analysis and management 
system in education  
Strengthening resilience for climate change 
adaptation for children

QUALITY AND INCLUSIVE 
EARLY LEARNING

pre-primary preparation for all five-year-old 
children. The process, supported by international 
expertise, involved the Ministry of Finance and 
Economy and State Statistics Committee as well. 

The operational plan proposes equity-based 
options and models with detailed costing, 
projected increase in pre-primary coverage, 
timelines and indicators for monitoring.

The plan was accompanied by a cost/benefit 
analysis, which provided a strong justification of 

KEY PROGRAMME
PRIORITIES 



why one year of quality pre-primary education in 
the country would deliver improved educational 
performance, and therefore higher earnings over 
the life course, as a result of the impact of 
pre-primary education on a child’s cognitive skills. 
Initial discussions on the selection of the 
recommended options and models, as well as 
fee-based system are underway with the Ministry 
of Education. 

Support to the Ministry of Education continued 
with the broader use of pre-school and pre-primary 
materials (play based pre-primary curriculum 
resource document, parental empowerment 
document, early readiness checklist) initiated in 
2017. Materials, approved in 2016, were integrated 
into the annual training plan of the regional 
methodological centres nation-wide, in charge of 
in-service training for local pre-school 
professionals. 

To continue support to the Ministry of Education in 
building up multi-disciplinary support and early 
intervention services for children with disabilities 
and their families, UNICEF signed a Partnership 
Cooperation Agreement with the St. Petersburg 
Early Intervention Institute. Within this partnership 
and on the basis of a ‘positive deviance’ example 
from one of the velayats, the regulations of all the 
medical-pedagogic commissions (disability 
assessment and referral mechanism for education 
sector) were updated. These regulations will allow 
the multi-disciplinary teams across all the 
Rehabilitation Centers for children with disabilities 
and two Early Childhood Development Centers to 
support young children with disabilities and their 
families. The support will be guided by the social 
model of disability, based on assessment and 
preparation of individual learning and 
development plans for the child and family, which 
aims at empowering and continuously supporting 
the child for social inclusion and inclusion into 
mainstream education. If sufficiently scaled up, 
these family-centred support services will help 
prevent institutionalization and reduce the number 
of already institutionalized children with 
disabilities. Importantly, multi-disciplinary service 
provision incorporates gender aspects, given girls 
with disabilities are more vulnerable in general 
because of associated stigma. 

The Ministry of Education undertook certain steps 
towards operationalization of the child-friendly 
schools standards, adopted by the country in 2016. 
Capacity development on inclusive education and 

building inclusive learning environment for 
caregivers, preprimary and primary school 
teachers of selected mainstream education 
facilities were among accomplishments of 2018. 
Following a series of training and meetings, those 
professionals became members of extended 
multi-disciplinary teams across 6 Rehabilitation 
Centers for children with disabilities and two ECD 
Centers, as they gained an initial understanding of 
how to support the process of inclusive learning for 
children with disabilities across their mainstream 
kindergartens and schools. This is an initial and 
experimental step for the development of 
continuum between multi-disciplinary teams and 
selected mainstream kindergartens and schools in 
support for a child’s transition from a specialized 
facility to mainstream education and development 
of an inclusive learning environment. 

UNICEF partnered with the Ministry of Education 
and National Red Crescent Society on 
“Strengthening Resilience for Climate Change 
Adaptation for Children” initiative. It focused on 
integration of climate change adaptation, 
environment and energy topics (CEE) into the 
curriculum at the primary and secondary school 
levels. The existing curricula were reviewed. 
Subsequently, new domains were added for five 
subjects besides an extra-curricular class on CEE. 
These are nature study, basics of life skills, 
ecology, geography and agriculture. This work was 
accompanied by the development and refinement 
of a set of age-appropriate and interactive 
subject-specific curricula and resource materials. 

Following up on the recommendations of the 2017 
Climate Landscape Analysis for Children (CLAC), 
UNICEF expressed its willingness to contribute to 
the revision of the climate change adaptation 
strategy of the country.

UNICEF used the round table organized by the UN 
Resident Coordinator’s Office on “Capacities of UN 
and the National Partners to respond to 
emergencies” to increase understanding of 
partners on UNICEF’s potential role in 
preparedness and international humanitarian 
response system. This focus on Core Corporate 
Commitments (CCCs) was reinforced through a 
child-risk informed preparedness and response 
workshop organized by UNICEF Regional Office for 
Central Asia emergency experts. UNICEF is looking 
into the possibility of solidifying and formalizing 
the contingency planning of the country with the 
National Red Crescent Society.
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ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY, 
CHILDREN IN TURKMENISTAN BEAT PLASTIC POLLUTION

World Environment Day provided children yet 
another significant opportunity to pledge their 
commitment to respect and protect the 
environment. Children reacted in disbelief with the 
fact that it would take hundred years for plastic to 
degrade in the environment and that five hundred 
billion plastic bags are used each year. Together 
with hundreds of peers and teachers from all over 
the country, children exclaimed in one voice at the 
event “Beat the plastic pollution, let’s protect our 
nature!”

It was also a special day for nine-year old Masha. 
Firstly, it was her birthday that coincided with the 
World Environment Day on 5 June. Secondly, she 
performed as an ant in the theatrical dance 
performance on environmental protection together 
with Jennet, 15, Musa, 13, Sonya, 11, Leyli, 10, 
Nurmedina, 11, Cheper, 10 and Enar, 8. The kids 
later joined the group of children who made 
beautiful crafts out of plastic and other recyclables 
for a display on the theme of the World 
Environment Day. 

In another corner of “Cheshme” summer camp, 
children actively participated in the quizz on the 

topic of environmental protection, air, water, as 
well as plastic pollution. They later displayed their 
recommendations on how they would contribute to 
the nature protection and what they expect from 
the governments to do their best.
UNICEF jointly organized this event together with 
the Ministry of Education and National Red 
Crescent Society with support from the Canadian 
Fund For Local Initiative. The event was supported 
by the Volunteers of the United Nations and 
National Red Crescent Society, and UNICEF Staff 
Association. 

UNICEF Representative attended the event and 
called everyone, including children and adults to 
come together to combat one of the greatest 
environmental menaces of our time. The theme 
invited all to consider how we can make changes in 
our everyday lives to reduce the heavy burden of 
plastic pollution on our natural places, our wildlife 
and our own health. The World Environment Day 
reminded again that the future of our planet rests 
in our hands. Children felt the need to practice 
responsible behaviour and act as climate change 
agents to promote reduce-reuse-recycle among 
their communities.   
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The Government continued its efforts in aligning its 
legislation and practice with recommendations of 
the Committee on the Rights of the Child received 
in 2015. To this effect, the National Plan of Action 
for Realisation of the Rights of Children (NPAC) was 
signed by the President of Turkmenistan on 22 June 
2018. The NPAC was developed through a 
consultative process, involving the relevant partner 
ministries and agencies. Following the adoption of 
the NPAC, the Institute of State, Law and 
Democracy, the responsible entity for overseeing 
the implementation of the NPAC, and UNICEF held 
a couple of consultations with representatives of 
the relevant institutions to discuss the next steps to 
operationalize the NPAC. 

The Concept of Integrated Services for Social 
Support of Families and Children submitted to the 
Government in 2016 continued to serve as an entry 
point to provide further technical assistance to the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of 
Population (MoLSPP) with review of the policy and 
legislation to further suggest necessary 
amendments and revisions. The joint work focused 
on advocating for optimal ways of introducing and 
strengthening existing social and child protection 
services to the most vulnerable children and 
families at the community level. 

As a result of UNICEF advocacy and technical 
assistance, the Ministry of Education started a 
gradual rollout of a social work curriculum at a 
pedagogical college to produce a competent 

REDUCING SOCIAL
INEQUITIES

workforce to support families with children. 
UNICEF with the support of the Russia based 
organization “Partnership for Every Child”, assisted 
in the development of a ten-year roadmap for 
2018-2028 for introduction of social work services, 
step-by-step guidance and technical competency 
requirements for this work. UNICEF also requested 
the establishment of a working group with the 
overall purpose of leading and coordinating the 
development of standards for social services for 
the population, with a particular focus on 
households with children. It was proposed that the 
working group, at the initial stage, include the 
MoLSPP, MoHMI and MoE, as well as Mejlis 
(Parliament) of Turkmenistan. It is anticipated that 
some of these services will be modelled in the 
coming years with technical support from UNICEF. 
To encourage an exchange of best practices, 
UNICEF supported the participation of a 
multi-sectoral delegation from the Government of 
Turkmenistan at the Regional Conference on Social 
Work in Romania. 

UNICEF also partnered with the Office of the 
Ombudsman (OO) in initiating its first sub-national 
child rights workshops and consultations with 
representatives of the local authorities. The 
workshops were not only an opportunity for the 
local stakeholders to bring up issues with the OO, 
but also a valuable tool to understand and monitor 
child rights. These forums are expected to evolve 
and include youth to ensure their perspectives and 
voices are heard. 

Preparation to the new round of UNICEF and the 
government flagship Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey (MICS) that provide internationally 
comparable and reliable data on children and 
women, started with the signing of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between UNICEF 
and the State Statistics Committee. The work 
included the renewal of the listing frame and 
number of trainings to build the capacity of the 
personnel of the Committee.
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Support to the Parliament and the Institute of 
State, Law and Democracy in implementing the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Support to the State Statistics Committee (SSC) 
in generating data through Multi-Indicator 
Cluster Survey 
Technical assistance to the Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Health and Medical Industry to 
improve the quality of administrative data 
Capacity development of the Government, and 
particularly the office of the Ombudsman to 
strengthen independent monitoring of child 
rights 

KEY PROGRAMME
PRIORITIES 



UNICEF embarked on the analysis of the situation 
of children and women in Turkmenistan. The 
preparation of the report involved all concerned 
partners and the office produced a comprehensive 
report and shared with the Government of 
Turkmenistan.

UNICEF contributed to the draft National Plan of 
Action on Elimination of Statelessness for the 
period of 2018-2024, which the Government 
initiated in coordination with the UNHCR. Stateless 
persons with a permanent residence permit on the 
territory of Turkmenistan generally enjoy the same 
rights and obligations as citizens, regardless of 
their origin and other attributes. Stateless persons 
without permanent residence permits and formal 
recognition as ‘stateless’, on the other hand, do not 
have these entitlements. 

The Assessment of the General Programme on 
Development of Juvenile Justice System in 
Turkmenistan for the Period of 2012-2016 was 
concluded, providing insights into the 
implementation of the Programme and leading to 
discussions about a new programme. The 
assessment made several major 
recommendations, including setting up a 
central-level government agency, raising 
awareness on evidence-based policymaking, 
improving the existing mechanisms for 
rehabilitation, reintegration and resocialization of 
juveniles sentenced to custodial measures, in 
particular, by promoting the principle of continuity 
of care, as well as developing needs-based 
programming that relies extensively on 
community-based aftercare schemes. The 
recommendations were presented and discussed 
with relevant Government bodies. Additional 
follow up will be undertaken in 2019. 

UNICEF also supported the participation of SSC 
representatives and the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
(MoIA) in the regional TransMonEE network 
meeting on data on violence against children. 
“Sixteen Days of Activism” online campaign was 
actively promoted on UNICEF’s social media to 
contribute to the public discourse on preventing 
violence against women and girls.

Public spending on health, education and social 
protection were featured in the SDG baseline 
assessment. Following UNICEF’s mid-term review, 
a health and nutrition sector budget analysis was 
initiated as the first attempt in the current country 

programme to generate evidence on budget 
allocations and effectiveness. The exercise, the 
success of which will depend greatly on data 
availability, will also determine further UNICEF 
engagement in public finance management 
deliberations on key interventions for children’s 
rights. 

Within the framework of the advocacy for the 
equity approach, UNICEF held discussions with 
partners, including UN Agencies, for strengthened 
inter-agency cooperation across the sectors to 
reduce vulnerabilities for children and families at 
risk. UNICEF has been actively engaged in the 
realization of the rights of children with 
disabilities. Addressing the disability issues 
requires coherent policy and programmatic 
response by the Government with the support of 
the UN. This concerns various domains– 
legislation, creating a barrier-free environment, 
access to inclusive services covering health, 
education and social services, evolving social 
norms on integration of children with disabilities, 
inter-sector coordination and allocation of 
sufficient public resources, thereby requiring a 
unified and stronger UN voice. The next round of 
MICS will include the UNICEF/Washington Group 
module on child functioning with the aim of 
collecting disability-disaggregated outcome data 
for the first time. The initial mapping on hearing 
loss among young children, as part of UNICEF 
efforts to establish a sustainable neonatal 
screening mechanism, revealed a need for 
separate technical assistance in establishing a 
system for timely detection and rehabilitation of 
children with hearing problems. The mapping 
indicated that most of the required testing 
equipment existed yet placed in different health 
facilities and needed to be brought together in one 
place to provide adequate services. The human 
resources are limited, and no services are 
provided to children under three yet, which is 
critical. There is a strong need for further 
engagement in this area. 

UNICEF, as a member of the UN Working Group on 
Human Rights, Gender and Advocacy, advocated 
for a stronger and more coherent advocacy 
approach in relation to the issue of the capacity 
building of the civil society-based organizations 
and the issue of violence against children and 
women. These two issues came saliently across 
the latest concluding observations of the treaty 
bodies to Turkmenistan. 
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Within the framework of the mid-term review, 
UNICEF in partnership with the Government 
reviewed joint progress and identified key priority 
areas to further sharpen partnerships for better 
results for all children in Turkmenistan. Strategic 
reflections highlighted various aspects – policy 
advocacy, evidence generation, and innovations. 
Main conclusions were formulated and shared with 
the Government for mutual agreement and 
implementation in the course of the remainder 
period of the programme cycle and for longer-term 
strategic planning. 

SDGs remained at the heart of the dialogue. To 
establish better linkages between the 2030 Agenda 
and children’s wellbeing, as part of preparatory 
work for the new country programme cycle, 
UNICEF expressed its readiness to support the 
Government in developing the concept of ‘Vision 
for Turkmenistan children - 2030’.

UNICEF further partnered with the Government to 
bring child programming at scale. Partnership with 
the Ministry of Economy and Finance was 
strengthened through the public finance 
management and outcome-based budgeting 
deliberations and advocacy. 

Another area that required leveraged partnerships 
is the community engagement and outreach with 
critical child survival and development messages 
across the country. UNICEF undertook an analysis 
of the communication for development strategies, 
including the ones through the media-based 
platforms. As a result of this consultative exercise, 
UNICEF signed a workplan, thus, formalizing a new 
partnership with the State Committee on Television 

PARTNERSHIPS FOR
CHILD RIGHTS 

and Radio Broadcasting and Cinematography, and 
the Women’s Union. The new partnership will help 
reach out to a large number of parents and 
caregivers on early childhood development and 
parenting skills and build on the 
community-based feedback and monitoring 
mechanisms with the support of the public 
organization. It is expected that the partnership 
would also give a stronger boost to the ongoing 
national Early Childhood Development 
communication campaign focusing on father’s 
engagement in child rearing and responsive, and 
positive childcare family practices. 

Adolescents and youth were identified as another 
area for the joint partnerships within the 
framework of the newly launched global UN 
strategy on Youth, ‘Generation Unlimited’ 
partnerships initiative and 2030 Agenda and the 
joint UN support in the implementation of the 
State Programme on Youth Policy for the period of 
2015-2020. UNICEF took a lead in initiating a 
reinforced UN cooperation and action towards 
adolescents and youth. UNICEF together with 
UNDP and UNFPA planned a joint rapid analysis 
of the situation of adolescents and youth in 
Turkmenistan (age 10-24 years) to inform 
mid-term and longer-term policy 
recommendations of the Government on planning 
of the youth-centric policies and programmes in 
the country. Beyond that, the situation analysis 
will inform the upcoming United Nations 
Partnerships Framework for Development and 
individual country programmes of UNICEF, UNDP, 
UNFPA with the Government of Turkmenistan 
beyond 2020. The findings will also tap into the 
Voluntary National Review of Turkmenistan on 
SDGs implementation, as well as the 2020 
National report to the UN Committee on the Child 
Rights. 

UNICEF continued its strategic engagement with 
the Parliament, which underwent a new round of 
elections and appointed a new leadership to 
advance the national agenda for children in the 
country. UNICEF supported the Parliament in their 
role of expanding and improving the national ECD 
services, including involving parliamentarians into 
the development of social work, and public 
finance management.
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Mobilize partnerships with the Government, 
civil society, academia, media and private 
sector to prioritize and act upon a common 
agenda for child rights 
Leverage resources within the country and 
beyond to scale up and maximize the impact of 
existing and new programmes and initiatives 

KEY PROGRAMME
PRIORITIES 



CENTRAL ASIA AND CAUCASUS REGIONAL NUTRITION
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND PARTNERSHIP PLATFORM
COMMITS TO ELIMINATE DOUBLE BURDEN 
OF MALNUTRITION   
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Eight-member states of Central Asia and Caucasus 
supported by UNICEF, WHO, FAO and WFP 
committed to strengthen capacity and governance 
in improving the nutrition and food security status 
of the most vulnerable in the region at the official 
launch of the Regional Nutrition Capacity 
Development and Partnership Platform in July 
2018.  

The platform provides an opportunity for member 
states and UN Agencies in the region to come 
together towards a collective call for action on a 
nutrition agenda supporting governments in 
delivering on commitments of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

The Nutrition Platform members committed to 
accelerate progress towards meeting the SDGs, the 
global nutrition targets for United Nations Decade 
of Action on Nutrition 2025 and the 
Noncommunicable Diseases Global Monitoring 
Framework. 

“Children across the Region are facing the double 
burden of being obese or stunted,” shared UNICEF 
Deputy Regional Director for Europe and Central 
Asia Philippe Cori. “I invite governments of Central 
Asia and Caucasus to position food security and 
nutrition higher in the development agenda, 
ensure increased investments and have dedicated 
and stronger trained workforce to eliminate the 
double burden of malnutrition and obesity. 
Investing in children’s nutrition is one of the most 
effective investments a country can make for its 
sustainable development.” 
 
The Platform aims to address all forms of 
malnutrition including stunting, obesity as well as 
micronutrient deficiencies. The current prevalence 
of child obesity in Central Asia is estimated to be 
the second highest globally (10.7 %), while the 
number of overweight under five-year-old children 
has doubled from 1.6 to 3.2 million between 2000 
to 2017. 
 



Funds Utilization in 2018
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Regardless of the sources or categories of income, 
UNICEF is committed to maximizing the impact of 
every dollar to improve children’s lives and help 
them realize their rights. 

UNICEF utilized funds based on core (regular) 
resources of 10 percent, other resources (OR) of 12 
percent, and procurement on behalf of the 
Government which made up 78 percent of the 
overall expenditure. Strong support from 
institutional donors and governments has allowed 
UNICEF to move the agenda for children forward. 

EFFECTIVE USE OF
FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Delivering results for children from UNICEF core 
resources for 2018 amounts to US$ 1,094,000, other 
resources – US$ 886,000, and other resources for 
emergency – US$ 32,000, apart from high quality 
technical assistance towards programme and 
policy support.

Essential supplies and services are key to realizing 
children’s rights. On behalf of the Government of 
Turkmenistan, the total value of supplies and 
procurement services for vaccines and premix for 
flour fortification by UNICEF for 2018 stands at US$ 
7,225,000. 

Other resources 
(OR)

Regular resources 
(RR)

Other resources for 
emergency (ORE)

ProcureaProcurement 
services for the Govemmentment

0%

78%

10%
12%
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Building on previous supply efforts, UNICEF 
focused on generating greater value for money. 
UNICEF provided support and technical assistance 
to help the government build its supply chain and 
procurement capacity, and to move towards 
securing financial sustainability, accelerating 
supply availability, securing supplies at lower 
prices and generating significant savings for 
countries and donors.
 
UNICEF would like to express its appreciation for 
the support extended by the National Red Crescent 
Society and Canada Fund for Local Initiative. 

UNICEF also extends its gratitude to all partners 
who supported the organization’s work in 2018. 
Your contributions made the progress described in 
this report possible. Together, we have come closer 
to achieving our shared goal of giving every child a 
fair chance.
 
Together with our partners and donors, UNICEF is 
making the most efficient use of funds to impact 
the lives of the children in greatest need and at 
greatest risk.

Funds Utilization by Programme in 2018 (USD)

Young Child Survival and
well-being (Health and Nutrition)

Quality and Inclusive Early Learning
(Education & DRR)

Child Rights Monitoring and
Data for Children

Cross-sector Partnerships
for Child Rights

Office Management & 
Operations/ProgrammeEffectiveness

14%

26%

40%

5%

15%



29UNICEF TURKMENISTAN  |  ANNUAL REPORT 2018

In 2019 we will mark the 30th anniversary of 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In 
30 years, much has changed, especially for 
children – and in another 30 years, things will 
continue to change in unforeseeable ways. 
The 30th anniversary of the CRC (CRC@30) 
gives an opportunity to advance the 
Sustainable Development Goals, as the 
realization of children’s rights and the 
implementation of Agenda 2030 are 
inextricably linked. Children and youth will be 
enabled to participate in shaping the advocacy 
agenda for the CRC@30 and participate 
directly in advocating for their own rights and 
the rights of other children. 

Together with the Government of 
Turkmenistan, partner ministries, UN sister 
agencies, civil society and media we intend to 
organize special events to raise awareness, 
mobilize actions for children and young 
people, as well as seek accountabilities from 
stakeholders. We look forward to supporting 
implementation of the National Plan of Action 
for Realization of the Rights of the Child 
adopted by the Government in June 2018 and 
contributing to the realisation of the UN CRC 
Concluding Observations. Besides, as the 
country goes for the Voluntary National 
Reporting on SDGs at the High Level Political 
Forum in 2019, the CRC@30 stock-take will 
also inform the VNR on achievements and 
commitments of the Government to fulfill the 
Concluding Observations of the UNCRC. 

UNICEF remains committed to realizing the 
rights and meeting the changing needs of 
children and young people. We are also 
committed to opening up opportunities for all. 
Let us be in this journey together so that every 
child in Turkmenistan thrives, learns and is 
protected and develops to his or her fullest 
potential.

THE WAY FORWARD
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Mortality estimates are from the 2015 report of the 
Inter-Agency Group on Mortality Indicators; Data 
on children in residential care, number of children 
with disabilities receiving disability benefits and 
education expenditure are from the TransMonEE 
database; All other data are from the 2015-2016 
Turkmenistan MICS.

ENDNOTES

Coordination: Christine Weigand, Representative
Gulyalek Soltanova, Communication Officer
Production: UNICEF in Turkmenistan
Photography: @UNICEF, @UNICEF/Pudlowski, 
@UNICEF/Zebrauskas, @UNICEF/Dankov 

@UNICEF Turkmenistan 2019

CREDITS



For every child
Whoever she is.
Wherever he lives.
Every child deserves a childhood. 
A future.
A fair chance.
That’s why UNICEF is there. 
For each and every child. 
Working day in and day out.
In 190 countries and territories. 
Reaching the hardest to reach. 
The furthest from help.
The most left behind.
The most excluded.
It’s why we stay to the end. 
And never give up.

United Nations Children’s Fund
UNICEF Turkmenistan Country Office  
UN House, 21 Archabil Shayoly 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, 744036 
Telephone: +993-12 488352
Fax: +993-12 488350 
Email: ashgabat@unicef.org
www.unicef.org/turkmenistan
www.facebook.com/unicef.turkmenistan
www.instagram.com/unicef_turkmenistan

© UNICEF  Turkmenistan




